
Greenhouse gas (GHG) accounting report

Executive summary 

This report shows the results of the second full greenhouse gas (GHG) accounting for Freitag 
Lab AG (hereafter referred to as Freitag) for the 2020 calendar year. Freitag is a company based 
in Switzerland that produces recycled and upcycled bags, accessories and apparel – as such, 
sustainability is a core principle to the company. GHG emission calculations were based on data 
provided by Freitag. Table 1 shows the key performance indicators (KPIs), expressed in total 
emissions of tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent (tCO2e).  

In 2020, Freitag’s total GHG footprint was 3,953.7 tCO2e, where 91% of its emissions were 
associated with Scope 3 activities and 9% associated its electricity and heating emissions in 
Scope 2 (Table 2). The largest source of emissions in Scope 3 can be attributed to purchased 
goods and services and upstream transportation and distribution (51.2% and 15.5% of total 
emissions respectively). Overall, the following activities are the most emissions-intensive and 
contributed 62% to Freitag’s total emissions: 

• finished goods materials: 678.7 tCO2e (17.2%);
• upstream transportation and distribution (T&D): 611.3 tCO2e (15.5%);
• Tier 1 manufacturing services: 607.6 tCO2e (15.4%);
• waste generated in operations: 561.5 tCO2e (14.2%);

Compared to 2019, Freitag’s GHG emissions decreased significantly in 2020 – by 29%. All GHG 
categories showed a decline in GHG emissions, most notably business travel, Tier 1 
manufacturing, capital goods, and freight. Many of the decreasing emissions can be explained by 
the COVID-19 pandemic and its effects on business activities (e.g. reduced travel). Some 
differences can be explained by the collection of more granular data (for Tier 1 manufacturing) or 
changed business strategy (fewer store openings, reducing capital goods emissions). It will be 
important for Freitag to understand the specific reduction drivers to drive emissions down further, 
independent of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Freitag has already implemented many measures that should lead to lower carbon emissions, 
such as choosing recycled materials and low-carbon transportation (mainly road and sea 
shipping). However, levers for emission reductions still exist that could be adopted in the coming 
years. It is also expected that Freitag’s emissions will be lower as a result of more granular data, 
as some materials have not been classified as recycled, even though it is likely that they are (e.g. 
some metals). 

Table 1: Summary of KPIs 

2020 KPI 2020 2019 

Number of employees 247.5 tCO2e/employee 16 22 

Production units 579,841 kgCO2e/unit produced 6.8 7.2 

Total area (m2) 3,713.9 tCO2e/m2 1.1 1.5 

(Source: South Pole, based on data provided by Freitag, 2021) 

Table 2: GHG emissions by source 

Scope Emissions (tCO2e) % of total 

Scope 1: direct GHG emissions 0.0 0% 

Scope 2: indirect GHG emissions from 
purchased electricity, heating and cooling 353.9 9% 

Scope 3: other indirect GHG emissions 3,599.8 91% 
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Scope Emissions (tCO2e) % of total 

Total GHG emissions 3,953.7 100% 

Figure 1: GHG emissions by activity in 2020 (in tCO2e) 
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